THE   SUN  AND   THE   SERPENT

serpent-worship. Or it may be that, like Jemshid
or Yima,1 and other Solar kings to be referred
to later, Istuvegu himself claimed divine honours,
as an incarnation of the Sun-god, and that the
serpents, said to have grown from his shoulders,
were those forming the canopy over the head
of his sculptured representation in his temple.
Herodotus tells us that the king himself was
never seen in public.2

According to the Shahnama, the serpents
attending upon Zahak, or Azi-dahaka, required
to be fed daily with the brains of human victims.
And the blacksmith Gavah, when it fell to the
lot of his two sons to be sacrificed, raised an
insurrection, of which Feridun took advantage.3
The leather apron of Gavah, which was used by
the rebels as a banner, became afterwards the
sacred standard of Persia, and continued to be
so, until the Mohammedan conquest of that
country, many centuries later.

From the above it seems that the kings of
Media and other neighbouring countries, down
to the time of Astyages, were serpent-worshippers,
and were known by the dynastic title of Azi-
dahaka. They doubtless all belonged to the
same race, if not to the same tribe, as that Azi-
dahaka who " sawed Yima in twain." 4

1 Mirkhond, Shea, 116.               2 Herodotus, Clio, xcix.

a_Shahnama, Atkinson, 41.         4 Zamyad Vast, 73.
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